
TARA-LEEWAY HEIGHTS 
COMMUNITY NEWS

Hi Neighbors!
Late in the evening on April 8, the Arlington County School Board exercised 
its prerogative and named our new neighborhood school Cardinal Elementary 
School. 

Speaking for the Board, Chair Monique O’Grady said “I do understand that the 
community is so excited to have a community school once again. With that fresh 
start, however, I think it’s imperative that we look at our values, our push to 
ensure that we have equity, that we embrace all students, that they feel safe and 
valued and that we do not continue to raise up the name of institutions that built 
their success on the backs of people of color.”

O’Grady was referring the decision of the neighborhood school naming com-
mittee to refer to the School Board the name Westover Village as its first choice. 
(Cardinal Elementary was the alternative.)

For those who may have missed some of the process, here’s how we got to 
this point. Following its normal procedure on school naming, Arlington Public 
Schools formed in January a naming committee. A vice principal at McKinley 
Elementary School was named chair and two APS staffers were assigned to fa-
cilitate matters. Six neighborhood civic associations nominated members for the 
committee, including TLHCA. Two McKinley teachers and one fifth grader were 
also committee members, as was the McKinley PTA president. 

Most of the current McKinley students will attend our new school in Septem-
ber, and they will comprise the great majority of Cardinal’s initial student body. 
Support for transferring the McKinley name was strong. Most civic associations 
supported keeping the Walter Reed name to honor the school that stood on 
the site from 1938–1984. The committee recognized this potential impasse and 
guided the group toward a compromise acceptable to all. 

As a result, the committee referred five less controversial choices to the com-
munity via an APS survey. APS said the response rate to the survey was the 
second-highest ever recorded, trailing only the response when Washington-Lee 
High School was renamed. 

Your responses indicated a lot of support for both Reed and Westover. As a 
result, the committee voted to submit the Westover Village and Cardinal (the 
survey leader) names to the School Board, which made its decision as Chair 
O’Grady outlined above.

TLHCA wishes all our neighbors the best for this hopeful season, and urges you 
to help us by submitting the attached membership form and modest contribu-
tion. Please also try to attend our virtual annual meeting, from 7:00–9:00 pm on 
Wednesday May 12. A Zoom invitation will be listed on our website.

Thanks,
John Ford, President, Tara-Leeway Heights Civic Association 
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JOIN our next 
meeting virtually!

The Tara-Leeway Heights Civic 
Association will host its next 
meeting on May 12 at 7pm via 
Zoom. Check our website at 
taraleewayheights.org for a link to 
join the session. 
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JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST!
Add your email address to our 
listserv so you can get updates, 
newsletters, and alerts straight 
to your inbox. Our Winter 2021 
newsletter will be sent via email.
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Community News

The Italian Store 
Bob Tramonte’s Italian Store, anchor-
ing the eastern end of the Westover 
shopping strip, is the real deal.  From 
the 1966 model Italian mini-truck on 
the sidewalk, to weekly deliveries from 
New York specialty suppliers, to family 
trips every year to Italy for tourism and 
visits with product sources, the Italian 
Store is authentic from top to bottom.  
Although Bob’s eldest  son Mike works 
at the store and is the likely successor 
to his father, Bob notes that none of his 
other four children – two sons and two 
daughters – is yet willing to foreswear 
interest in the store, although he que-
ries them annually.

Founded five years ago as the first 
extension of the well-known Italian 
Store in Lyon Village, Bob Tramonte 
conducted his own market research 
and concluded that Westover, with its 
established tradition of independent 
businesses and proximity to Route 66 
and Metro, made an ideal complement 
to Lyon Village, which drew more 
business from the District.  The former 
Seven-Eleven location had over 4,000 
square feet of space and no basement 
(on which more later), permitting 
more efficient presentation of product 
clusters, e.g., pizzas and sandwiches, 
avoiding customer lines at checkout.

The Italian Store was founded by Bob’s 
father after a successful 30-year run 
owning the Bayou, a well-known musi-
cal establishment under the K Street 
freeway in Georgetown that Bob and 
his brother ran for several years.  Estab-
lishing the Italian Store was a family 
project: Bob’s father, a lawyer, did the 
legal work, Bob and his brother man-
aged the operation, and their mother 
worked in the kitchen. 

The Westover store’s first outdoor sym-
bol, a vintage Vespa scooter, was stolen 
several years ago and made the nightly 
news on all three national TV networks, 
to Bob’s surprise.  According to Bob, “It 
became too ‘hot’ for the thieves”, who 
later abandoned it in Lubber Run Park, 
where it was found and is being refur-
bished with a bright green paint job.  
The blue “Ape” mini-truck now gracing 
the sidewalk in front of the store is built 
on a Vespa chassis,  with a single front 
wheel and two rear wheels supporting 
a bed.  Bob said he found it in a barn in 
northern Italy and snapped it up.

The Italian Store has weathered 
Westover’s two recent disasters, the 
2019 flood and the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which is abating.  Because of 
the store’s location on the high end 
of the strip and the fact that it had no 
basement, the Italian Store suffered 

no product loss from the flood, which 
devastated other stores that relied on 
basement storage.  Both Italian Stores 
closed for ten days in the early stage 
of the pandemic while they strategized 
over how to adapt to stringent safety 
requirements for staff and customers.  
The Westover store’s outdoor patio was 
extended, and an outdoor order pickup 
was instituted.  Bob estimates that 
the store is back to 90% of pre-virus 
volume, although some specialties like 
wine tastings are yet to be resumed.  
He says that the summer will see a “full 
gelato service” instituted, featuring 
cups, cones, and a range of flavors.

For Bob Tramonte, what makes the 
Italian Store special, among other con-
siderations, is that it is an independent, 
family-owned business that prides itself 
on finding specialty items for custom-
ers, most recently Nutella cookies and 
specialty ravioli.  The Italian Store is 
truly a full-service institution catering 
to the needs and tastes of the local 
population.

Village Sweet 
The greater Westover community got 
a lot sweeter six years ago when local 
resident Dawn Hart opened up her 
bakery Village Sweet.  Located at 5872 
Washington Boulevard, the shop offers 
a tantalizing array of sweet and savory 
items, including cookies, bars, muffins, 
pies, scones, granola and breakfast 
breads.  Two especially popular items 
are decorated sugar cookies and choc-
olate orange scones, which Hart says 
sell out every day.  Cakes for special 
occasions can be custom ordered.  

This year, the shop added a bread 
baker to the team, expanding the 
menu to include fresh-baked croissants 
and baguettes.  House-made bagels, 
quiches, and pimento cheese are also 
available, as well as coffee and tea.  

In the past, Village Sweet served as 
a gathering spot for the community, 
hosting birthday parties (complete with 
cookie and cupcake decorating), moms-
nights-out, and other social events.  
Like so many businesses, however, 
Village Sweet had to pivot abruptly 
last March when Covid hit, closing their 
doors to all walk-in business.  Hart and 

her employees quickly went to work 
building an on-line store, first doing 
only pre-orders/grab-n-go. Slowly, the 
shop converted their window space to 
a walk-up “bar” where customers can 
safely order baked goods while remain-
ing outside.

Hart, who chose to locate her bakery 
in Westover because of its “fun and 
bustling” atmosphere, looks forward to 
reopening up fully once every member 
of her team is vaccinated.  In the mean-
time, customers can continue to enjoy 
walk-up service, as well as order on-line 
at https://www.villagesweetbakery.com.  



Annual Dues and Donations to TLHCA  
(May 2021—May 2022)

Name  ___________________________________________________

Address   ___________________________________________________

Email **  ___________________________________________________

 Family Membership ($10)

 Additional Contribution In the amount of $  _________________

 Mail check to: TLHCA, P.O. Box 50022, Arlington, VA 22205

Help Support TLHCA
Each year, we ask every household 
within our boundaries for an annual 
contribution of $10. Please consider a 
donation for 2020-21 below. Funds are 
used for neighborhood events, guest 
speakers, and other investments in our 
community. Additional donations are 
always welcomed and appreciated. 

We offer two payment options:
1. PayPal: go to our website at  
taraleewayheights.org. And click on 
our PayPal link to pay with your PayPal 
account or a credit card.
2. Check: mail us a check using the 
form to the right. 

** Please provide an email address to ensure receipt of the TLHCA Newsletter 
which is distributed electronically periodically throughout the year.

Westover Farmer’s Market 
The Westover Farmers Market, which 
has become part of so many neighbors’ 
Sunday routines, is celebrating its ninth 
anniversary this Spring!  The year-
round market is located on N. McKinley 
Road, in front of the Westover Library.  
The Market is open every Sunday, rain 
or shine, with the hourly schedule 
depending on the season.  The summer 
Market (May through November) runs 
from 8 AM to 12 PM and features 25-30 
vendors.  The winter Market (December 
through April) runs from 9 AM to 1 PM 
and features about 20 vendors.

Market volunteer Josh Kaplowitz 
explained that the Westover area is 
an ideal setting for a thriving farmers 
market because of its “sense of 
community, strong interest in fresh 
and local food, and walkability.”  The 
Westover Farmers Market is strictly 
a local and “producer-only market.”  
Every participating vendor makes or 
grows each item themselves, and all 
vendors hail from within 125 miles of 
Arlington.  This proximity maximizes 
freshness, while minimizing the 
carbon footprint, as less fuel is used to 
transport the goods from farm to table.  

When Covid-19 limited or shut down 
so many local businesses last March, 
the Market moved quickly to adapt its 
model so that the community could 
continue to shop safely.  The Market 
mandated masks, limited the number of 
shoppers who could be in the Market at 
a time, devised a one-way foot traffic 
flow (enter on Washington Boulevard, 
exit on 18th Street), allowed only the 
vendors to touch the merchandise, and 
established a robust pre-order/grab-
and-go system.  Those measures remain 
in place today.  As a result of creating 
an outdoor experience where shoppers 
felt safe, most of the Market’s vendors 
not only continued to experience their 
usual business, but actually had record 
years in 2020.  

While there are staples for sale all year 
round, such as produce, meat, cheese, 
prepared foods and baked goods, the 
market offerings fluctuate depending 
on the season.  “All of our vendors 
are excellent,” says Kaplowitz, ”but 
some of the things I personally look 
forward to every year are:  Number 1 
Sons ramp sauerkraut, Faerie Springs 
Farm cranberry chevre, Holly Brook 
Farms apple bratwursts, peaches and 
apple cider (from Black Rock, Twin 
Springs, and Spring Valley), Hog Haven 

breakfast sandwiches, and Ozfeka 
spinach borek.”  

Kaplowitz also recommends trying 
Atwater’s.  While known for their bread 
and pastries, Atwaters’s “soups and 
cheeses are shockingly good! And they 
take orders for fully-cooked holiday 
meals (Thanksgiving, Easter) that they 
will then bring to the market.”

As for the what the future holds, 
Kaplowitz states that “the health of 
the Market can fluctuate based on 
the weather, but the long-term trend 
is upward…. We’re also hoping to 
make the Market more inclusive in the 
coming year by introducing SNAP (the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program), so everyone can enjoy the 
Market, regardless of means.”  He notes 
that the volunteer-driven Market is 
always looking for more community 
volunteers to help with setup, 
monitoring Market safety, and planning 
seasonal events.  “We’re constantly 
looking for ways to improve the market 
and make it even more of a shared 
community spaces,” adds Kaplowitz.   

More information about the Market, 
including how to pre-order from 
vendors, can be found at: https://
westoverfarmersmarket.org.



Neighborhood Updates

Helping Those in Need
CONTINUED ASSISTANCE FOR OUR ARLINGTON NEIGHBORS

Many Tara-Leeway Heights residents have been extremely generous with 
time and resources during the COVID-19 crisis. We had a long list of TLH 
volunteers for the Arlington Community Corps (ACC), a grassroots effort to 
assist neighbors across the county facing challenging circumstances during the 
pandemic. Many residents contributed to drives for food, diapers, and other 
necessities. As vaccinations roll out, the demand for some types of assistance, 
such as running errands, is declining, however the need for food assistance 
remains significant. You can join at http://www.arlingtoncommunitycorps.org. 
To request assistance, neighbors can go to the website or call 703-957-9727. 
Assistance is available in English and Spanish. 

Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) provided food assistance to over 
14,000 individuals in 2020, that is 89% of the documented food insecure 
residents. 33% of those individuals were children, 12% seniors, and 7% disabled. 
AFAC values both financial and packaged food donations to maintain their 
services. Urgently needed items include: canned tuna, soups, vegetables, and 
tomatoes. Also peanut butter and cereals. (No glass containers please.) You 
may drop off these donations in Tara-Leeway Heights at 1701 Patrick Henry Dr. 
Look for a bin in the front yard. Direct financial contributions may be made at: 
www.afac.org. 

The Kenmore PTA, serving residents throughout that district, is also asking for 
continued assistance with specific staple items— Jasmine Rice and Dried Black 
Beans. Both are available in large bags from BJ’s or other area stores. These 
may also be delivered to 1701 Patrick Henry Drive. 

Many thanks to TLH residents for continuing to step up and reach out to 
neighbors throughout the county during this challenging time. 

7 Continents

The theme of the 
new school is the 
seven continents

Tara-Leeway Heights 
By the Numbers

$55 Million

Construction 
costs for the 
new Cardinal 
Elementary School

540,000 
cubic feet

Size of the new 
stormwater 
detention vault 
being built in 
Westover.

This newsletter was brought to 
you by your neighbors.

taraleewayheights.org

facebook.com/TaraLeewayHeights

TaraLeewayHeights.nextdoor.com

Follow Us

TLHCA members are already aware of efforts underway for several years to 
revitalize the Lee Highway corridor in Arlington. The Lee Highway Alliance and 
Plan Lee Highway have been leading these efforts. You may be interested in an 
event they are sponsoring in our area Saturday, May 1.

PLH officials will lead participants through the group’s draft recommendations. 
They will have a megaphone, so that you can socially distance while learning 
about the draft land use plans for the corridor. Questions are welcome.

Participants will learn about plans for the Lee/Harrison intersection area, and 
then walk to George Mason. There you will learn about the draft plans for 
that activity node. The tour will also discuss corridor wide recommendations, 
including transportation. The tour will last two hours and end at 12 noon.

(Heavy rain date is 10 am on Sunday, May 2nd)

Walking Tour of Plan Lee Highway Area 2
Saturday, May 1, 2021  •  10am 

Meet at the parking lot of the CVS at Lee and Harrison.

MAY


